tain that such findings were not simply the inevitable chance result of looking at so many comparisons). It is necessary therefore to try to begin locating and matching programs, program components, and intervention settings with the subset of those offenders most appropriate for them on the basis of theoretical rationale and empirical findings, to systematically test the match of offender and program, and to refine both the match and the theoretical premises on the basis of carefully measured outcomes by using the template-matching technique. In the testing of the templates of various programs with offenders, data on personality and demographic and social background must be gathered, and careful records of program implementation and actual processes must be kept to permit a closer examination of offender-treatment interaction. This will permit further refinement of the theoretical premises on which the treatment and offender template are based and more accurate specification of the offender population responsive to a particular intervention.
The template-matching approach is certainly not without its problems. If the template has too many facets, very few cases will fit its demands, and it will prove uneconomical and unfeasible. On the other hand, if a template is too coarse, it will not accomplish its aim of yielding a reasonably homogeneous group of persons suitable for a program-Templates always fit somewhat imperfectly, and tolerances will have to be guessed at, but the template notion does not demand that everyone fitting a given template be forced into the same program. Template matching is aimed at selecting persons for whom a particular program is best designed; that need not preclude offering additional services or highly individualized treatment programs^as needed. Obviously, some, perhaps many, offenders may not fit very well into any program. If so, it is useful to discover those failures, for they point clearly toward the problems for which new ideas are needed.
Within correctional institutions, programs labeled rehabilitative often may serve other functions, e.g., making a difficult life a bit easier and broad, mutually exclusive set of types. Both approaches rely on theory, but with template matching a different template can be created for each intervention. It does not matter thatgain the most from job training is the person who does not already have marketable job skills,e that our review has been sufficient to justify the conclusion that this rather broad field of effort should be included in future criminal justice research. The risks inherent in ignoring the possibility of important biological elements in the origins of some crime are greater than the risk that research efforts would yield few persuasive findings.
